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th# HU of hi* ry<* ho observed Iho satisfaction on which hr w«« ju.t nbouMo crawl, (tint •crccm'il I COPY RIGHT BY c J. B. LIPP1NCOTT CO 

tho lattet'a far* when th# forotnATi mM: “Y'f him at thn critical moment. It alined ton that 

jettin’ too blamed corky, ton an* y'r ciBn«u I tho mei w«fl» farther off than th«y had appeared y - r „f t» th’ divll when ho comes quiet, careful an’ qniet. For more eiinnin* 

Ranter Another arridont. of that kind, an’ y'll to be at first, and aa he gradually began to hear •„ •• ||,„ mlfvl wM occupied with many thin** they be than y* think; an’ they might fool na 
fet y'r walkin p ipers. Keep that In yr head.” th* murmnr of their voice* ho understood that bl( i no intention of confiding to her. afther nil. I here's those little divils, too- we 

Ha had not horn diaehar**d, but ho had been that wan why he had not barn abb* to make || w kn# _ thouRh of eoiirso, atio did not, that it must watch thorn, for they're wntohin’ ttt all 

threatened hefnro his enamy: his fftMt. friend out whnt they said when ho discovered them Wag lTo „ c |,j nR jn fb # draught* of the shop the th* toime. 1>' y' are ’em 'n MoCrea'a face 

and he had l*oon cursed. Hatred of them all But At Hat ha was cloaa to them, *0 clow that dny when ho waa orerheariuR tho secret there now, when he looked at us! We must 

sank deeper into Ramey'a heart, and ha made ha could hare touched the gnuze shift, tmiitted n f'f|, ft Conspiracy, thnt had nut thaso paina in make sura of them, ould hoy; don’t fnrqit H's 

hia way to tho shop door blind to everythin* with sweat, and coal dust and steel dirt, which ),i* hoT)rg nn t | 10 , 1(I h ha allowed her to th’ divils we'ro up ag’inut.” 

about him. Rut in the door way a wot re spoke covered tho hack of Mrt'rrn. who waa nearest to bind frwlh of <* r aiwkl11#r #f about hia And the crane, rollin* up the shop in response 

to him out of the gloom that, wan filling the him. They had not seen him. though, and so brnf j throbbed badly, he gate small heed to a touch on the levers, underatond this all 

hnildme whore the electric lamps had nrtt yet he crouched behind a ragged casting of Iron and to hrr wnj |j n ^ s nm j j pf( j,er at the door. She and told him ns much; for Barney, lenning over 
begun to shine. It waa the guttural voice of the listened. The clangor of work in the shop waa oal , rf , to , |jm , 1C trudged off, kettle tinder the eago. heard it mumbling in low tones 


a ARNEY, the driver of the big electric | 
traveling crane in the Sampson ffteel 
Work*, stood on th# defensive, the 
centre of a ring of brawny, bare-armed 
workmen, who were eating their noon¬ 
day meal from their dinner-kettle* in the shade 
of the wall* of the shop whero the steel easting* 
weT# made. Things had gone well in the cast¬ 
ing-shop the day before, and Mr. Baxter, the su¬ 
perintendent of the shop, had said a good word 
to the men. Barney, whose post was on the | 
ernne itself, far above Mr. Baxter’s hesd, bad 
escaped observation and alone had not been 
commended. The men knew that Barney waa 
hurt by thia omission, and, merciless In their 
fun-making, made sport of bis chagrin. 

”8ay, Barney,” inquired Peterson, one of his 
tormentors, "why didn't y’ hang out a green flag 
from y’r cage if ’y wanted t' signal t’ Baxter that 
he could address y’r 

With that the torrent of Barney’s speech wns 
loosed, and there were lurid reflections upon the 
psst, present, and future conditioua of hia hear¬ 
ers. "I wouldn’t woipe me feet on y\ y’ pack of 
coal-heavers,” he cried. “Th’ wurruk that th’ 
whole of y’ do tgither ’n a year ’sn’t a flea-bite 
t’ what wo do 'n a hour.” 

“We? We? An’ who’s we’?” mocked Banks, 
a furnace hand. 

"An' where 'a* y’ bln that y’ don’t know 
that?” returned McCrea, another of the men. 

“ T'e not fur want of hearin’ th’ word that y* 
haven’t learned that ’we’ 'e Barney an’ th’ 
Crane. 'T’s we done thia, an’ we done that, 
mornin’, neen, an’ night with him. I’ve heard i 
him a-talkin’ that, soft t’ th’ wheels of th’ ma¬ 
chine thnt y’d think ’t was a woman he waa 
jollyin'. He’d he elopin’ with 't, I b’lievo, if 't. 
wasn’t a hit heavy t’ lug.—a stump of a man 

runnin’ away with a pared of iron-•” 

Blit McCrea got no further. A curse that 1 
stilled their laughter told them that they had 
gone too far. and Ranks and another man jump 
rd out of the way of the infuriated crane-driver 
a# he rushed at McCrea and sunk his fingers into 
the later’s throat. After n brief struggle he waa 
hauled off and held fast until he realised that he 
waa helpless. Rut they had not cowed him, and 
when, without looking at them, he walked away 
there was a set to his jaw and a narrowing of 
his eyes that made one of the men say: "Banka, 
y'd better let up on Barney; he’ll do someone 
harm yet, if we keep on a-badgerin’ him. An’ 
he’d rather take a lirkin’ than hear that crane 
of his’n laughed at. I guess he thinks ’t’s a hu¬ 
man bein'.” 

Rut atrong in their big bodies, not one of the 
gang gave heed to the warning. The little man 
who sat in the cage of the crane, and moved 
the lever so that the machine came up'at the 
right moment nnd lifted the steel or moulds with 
which they were working waa a source of amuse¬ 
ment to them in idle moments; at other times 
they did not bother themselves about him. 

The crane itself, a great span of steel girders 
and brace# which moved on a railway up and 
down the full length of the shop, sixty feet in 
the air. and whose revolving drums, operated 
hv electricity, raised or lowered the heavy chains 
and whatever they bore, wns, to the men in the 
casting-shop, only one of the many big machines 
with which they wera surrounded a senseless 
thing like the massive furnaces in the same shop, 
or the ponderous hammer* which, in an adjoin¬ 
ing building, thundered night and day as they 
heat the soft metal into shop#. 

But. Barney knew that this idea of the crane 
was bom of ignorancp; he could, if he wished, 
have told them things of his giant companion of 
which they did not. dream. Yet for his own rea¬ 
son# he held his tongue, nnd nourished with rec¬ 
ollection of the insults they had heaped upon 
him hi* determination some day to make them 
pay for their indifference and taunts. Many 
time# he had told himself, ns he sat far above 
these being# who toiled in the grime of the shop 
floor, thnt. by the right, of the power he wielded 
he wn-s the ruler of them all, and thnt he would 
yet make them cringe nnd cry for merry. To¬ 
day. as he leaned over the cage railing and saw 
hi# tormentors bending their hacks over a weight, 
he cursed them silently. Then, at a signal from 
the foreman, he started the crane towards them, 
smothering his rage because there was work to 
do and he waa to do it. 

Ho ran the machine almost, at full sperd. but 
when nrnr the point where he was wanted ho 
brought, the mass of thirty thousand pounds of 
iron and steel to a quick stop. Nor did a man 
of the gang which stood directly in hi* path 
move, though the ponderous chain* which 
dangled from it were almost in their midst. 
They knew the crane-driver’s sure eye, they 
knew hi* command of the big engine he rode, 
and when McCrea, who had hia bark towards th" 
oncoming crane, turned about with hand out¬ 
stretched, he never doubted that his extended j 
finger* would close, a# they did close, on the 
chain, swaying at the height of his shoulders, 
two feet away. But. common thing though this 
was, to-day it riveted Barney's attention. Again 
nnd again, aa he carried away a piece of steel, or 
lifted a casting, or empty-handed, ran up and 
down the shop, lie watched, as a cat watches a 
mouse, the workers below him pna* in front of 
the crane chains when those swinging masse* of 
metal were fairly upon them. There was a cu¬ 
rious fascination in seeing them escape destruc¬ 
tion by a hnir's breadth, and Barney's pride in 
his skill and his perfect trust in his big friend 1 
more than once made him come up silently nnd 
■lowly on some man, and then, putting on power, 
■wiftly pass by the unsuspecting object of hia 
experiment, missing him hv a few inche*. 

Now-, there is a true saying in the Steel Works 
that "mrlted steel ha* a long arm,” which, trans¬ 
lated. means that the men who are at close range 
at. the time of an accident often escape the in¬ 
juries suffered by someone who is farther away. 
It was on the very nftemoon of ita encounter 
with Barney that the gang in the department 


where open hearth steel was made had ita faith 
in thi* saving deepened. Incidentally it is to he 
noted that certain member* of the gang from 
that moment became the prime mover* in a black 
con*pimcy. 

There were fifty thousand pound* of fluid steel 
in the big ladle which received the metal from 
furnace No. 4 when the prarlr gush from the 
tapping hols, or spout of the furnaes, dwindled 
and ceased to flow. Bank* had previously made 
fast the heavy hook* which clasped the Indie and 
suspended it from the chain# of tho crane. Mc- 
<’ren and Peterson leaned on their tapping irons, 
and waited with the real of tho gang for th« la 
die to be swung up out of the pit and over to 
the mould, into which the metal waa to be 
poured. Air. Ranter looking on, the foreman of 
the gAng waved ht* hand and gave the order to 
the crane-driver to lift away. Barney, looking 1 
down from the elevation of the rran# cage, j 
moved two lever*, nnd the machinery of the 
ernne, singing a song in praise of work, gathered' 
in a few inches of chain, and then, Ju#t to show 
how easy it waa to pick up a trifle of fifty thou¬ 
sand pouuds, tightened ita muscle* and lifted 
the ladle clear of it* support# and almost up to 
the level of the floor of the shop. To all the 
hand# but Barney the thing wns n commonplace j 
whose single claim on tho intercut of mankind ' 
wa* that it gave a minute or more, perhaps, in ! 
which to rest ernmperi hack snd fling the sweat 
from one’s brow-. To Barney It was an ever! 
new and ever glorioun achievement over which 
to exchange whispered confidence* with the giant 
whose steel frame thrilled at his touch. Hi* own 
muscles eontmeted even now, as the ladle rose in 
the air, nnd hi# lung# were compressed with the 
strnin of the lift. But there wss joy in mens- 
uring himself against the weight, of that mighty 
lond. nnd lie felt, that nothing could resist, him. 
For the moment he had passed, soul and body, 
into the great piece of machinery that he rode. 

But then suddenly the cage trembled, there 
was a report like a pistol-shot, n jar that almost 
unseated him. a dull roar followed by a series of 
explosions, nnd a sound of things breaking. 
Something struck the crane-driver a sharp blow 
just over the left ear. For a moment only he 
was confused nnd suffered from the pain, hut 
the next moment he raised himself, clinging to 
the hand-rail of the rage, nnd looked down. A 
bloody mist made nil below him obscure, hut ■ 
through the haze he dimly saw half a dozen 
men prostrate on the ground, ns many more | 
scrambling over scrap* of Iron. Beneath the 
other end of the crane the ladle hung lop-sided 
from one chain, over it* lower edge a torrent, of' 
molten steel pouring into the pit. while flick¬ 
ering flames of many colors played above it and 
sparks flew in all directions. It needed not the 
sight, of a swinging chain, shorn of its hook, to' 
toll him thnt a link of that chain had broken nnd 
that the ladle lmd dropped, upsetting its con-, 
tents nnd scattering splashes of molten steel. Yet 
it seempd that every man below had escaped the 
fiery bath; for, at Sir. Baxter’s order, they were 
even now rallying from their flight and running 
hack to the pit. 

Barney suddenly discovered that Air. Baxter) 
was shouting angrily at him, and he put over 
one of the levers and watched the ladle settle I 
until it wsb upright. Then for the first time he 1 
knew that the flying steel had found * victim 
in himself. Some small piece of metal, pro- j 
jected by the explosion, had struck him on the | 
temple. He put his hand to bis head, *nd with-1 
drew it wet with blond, and, for n moment, he 
grew faint with the sharp pain that smote him.' 
But he braced himself and waited for orders, 
for discipline grow* into habit, and habit is part 
of our unconscious pelve*. 80 it was that, while 
the men worked below and the blood dried on 
the wound on his bead, Barney’s brain wns busy, 
not with the damage that bad been done, not 
with his physiral Buffering, blit with an idea 
that came to him ns he saw McCrea and Banks 
nnd Peterson returning to the pit unhurt. And 
this idea, turned over and over, grew from a 
suggestion into n suspicion, and then into an as¬ 
sertion which the crane-driver finally whispered 
to his friend. 

" ’Twaa done a-purpose. 'Twns them that done 
’t. that McCrea an’ Banks an’ Peterson, an* they 
done 't t’ hurt us, t' cripple us before Mister 
Baxter, an’t’ give us a black name. 'Twaa them 
that fooled with that chain till they made sure 
'twould break ."It seemed to him that the sullen 
silence of the crane gave agreement, to his words. 
But a throb of pain made him put his hand to 
his head again, and in another minute he was 
given orders to move down the shop. As he hacked 
away he looked down at the gang about the pit. 
Banks stood beside McCrea. and both men glanced 
at Barney, and Banks started aa his eye* fell on 
the crane-driver, and he nudged Met Yea, and his 
lips twitched as if he were about to speak. But 
he said nothing. There waa a queer look in hi# 
face, however, and Barney, seeing these things, 
knew that his suspicion was based on truth, for 
he detected a leer of triumph about Banks’ 
mouth and the glitter of hate in his eyes. When 
he turned to the crane he was still more sure 
that he was right; again and again in it* rum¬ 
bling voice, as it rolled over the tracks, he heard 
the muttering of itB angry heart. 

When at half-past fivo that afternoon the 
whistles blew, and the night-shift came crowd¬ 
ing in to take the places of the men at work. 
Barney slowly descended the ladder from the 
crane to be met at its foot by the day foreman. 
Banks waa filling a pipe within earshot, and 
Barney saw that he lingered there with 11 pur-' 
pose, and his anger grew more bitter thereupon. 
He knew that h« waa to he "called down,” per¬ 
haps even told to go to the pay desk and get 
what money was due him; and this it seemed 
was to happen right before the man whom he 
hated most. A sort of desperate indifference 
came upon him in consequence, and he was stub¬ 
born and sullen in his replica to the foreman’# 
questions, and sharp reprimands when taken to 
task for carelessness in breaking the chain. He 
tned not to look at Banka the while, but out of 


crane, and Its rtimhllng told him of * smothered stilled, for he understood thnt It wss the noon I nnn 


"Watch th’ divils, watch tb* divils, 


rage •• iflnlAoabl* as hi* own. II* turned about hour, and he could distinguish their words quite "Harney, thrv do know at. th’ Wurruok* how Vm, we’ll fool ’em. Say th’ word, nn' I’m ready 
And looked fit the crane at it moved up the shop, plainly. He listened to thorn until he «JW „ |>k y vo hjn - Twn , Rnf , dorthor t’ give - ready, ready, ready.” The final syllables were 
and hia lip* framed a goodnight which «omehow Bank* straighten up and Peterson shuffle his nic n rrr , iriratr> nn - j lllk ’ t t » them mesolf.” almost inaudible, for the machinery of the crane 
he knew it heard, despite the clashing of iron feet, when, guessing thnt they were *«™t to Ramey shook his fist nt her in playful threat, hnd slowed down, and now they‘were opposite 
echoed throughout th* building, separate, he stole away unobserved. But he had ^ ft Rnn( , mjW , vomnn after all; but she the Annealing furnace nt. the upper end of the 

Hith inn blood washed from the email, deep not listened in ram; for now he wns certain of dld have rnieer notion-, nnd there wiui mtioh ehnp. nround which a new gens of men wns 

rut on In. temple, nnd » ran saturated with something which smduslly lmd been tnkini form went „„ wl)ich nl , w know And then lie gathered. 

painkiller bound nhont hi. head bV the auld in hia brain ainee the day before. plunged once mom into the thick of the Con- The men lifted off.the .ecliona of the top ot 

woman, Barney a hnrt bothered him but little Ho had learned o! the existence ot the Grent _j " fi,s furnace, nnd. on .imports inside of the lone 

when he got into bed at nine 0 clock that night. Conspiracy. At the foot of the road which the company bail brick etmetare, Harney .aw a huge piece of met- 

But almost for the Bret time in hia life he They were jealoue of him and the mighty pow- boi „ M a , hnrt 0 „ t t)l „ Work> , n, ir „,. y wni ml, pari of the frame of a locomotive, ft waa a 

learned Uiat deep doe. not come nt one. bid er he wielded, .nil they were plotting to do „ V n r ,,|<cii by McCrea and I’etrr.on. He wn. rough ending of .ted. twenty woven feet, long, 
"*»«.«* Jy on h'* b f k : h i* eyen wide open, away with him; without Wtn. they counted on prrp „ ml f „ r , h , meeting. They greeted and it neighed ten Iholwind ponnda. It had 

and thought over the day a happening.. Then, having an ea.r ta.k in dl.po.ing of the crane. hjm jp „ h k „„v thor would. •‘Hello, Hue hern ia I ha fumnra f or more than four daye. be 
deipite tha bluckncn. he began to arn many There waa that bu.mr., of the breaking of the „ „ McCrn| h „ hm , y That lag heated nnd allowed alowly to cool, no that 

thing, that never before had been in that gaud- chain, which .o nearly had earned for him hie „ b , ld c „ rk th . h ;, d o the ateel should he tempered, nnd be etronger 

ly papered n.ne-hy ten room. l or. by and by, discharge; he wa. absolutely euro now that that „ y , , , |„ r ,, lurk ,„ „ d ded Totemon. "Th' accordingly. Now it wa, to be taken to the 

in one enraer with theJr head, eloac together, he wa. a part of them plan to rum him bar had b Mk |„' after yV> aand blaat at the other end Of the chop, where 

diaeoveml Banka. McCrea, nnd Peterron, and he not mat heard Bank, any: "Well fix him * A , , t they'd nttind comprised air would force a apray of .and upon 

two or three othern oftbc gang. Nor did it gw yet. V\c nipped up on th chain racket, but him , el( , But „ 1oml , 1C it. cleaning it of the scale that clung to it after 

prise him, .omchow, that they ahould be there, somethin 'll happen n a couple of day. or eo on|y rpt „ n , pd . „ >T ,„ lrt f „ r „ w , but rra >, ft, fipry bat)l . Apd Barney and hia friend were 

Rood ’* new now. Takes a deal t’ kill me.” to carry it. 

I mi. MirifllP - There wns more moaning in the last sentence The two chain* of the erano were lowered, 

MI./ /v 7 ^ '■ $ JrAl .1 j r. i"J?Efn IVn than they detected; hut he did not intend they nnd the honk* made fast to tho other chains 

Wr JflY % v j. i | l! * jilfllijfl (r nil I (i'K should detect it,, lie knew the cunning of these that swathed tho helly of the mating. Then 

IF nw ^ w s % ^ // f / |j/p' Ajdnjljl 11 I'j !|| li'ijt. men. They were trying to put. him off hi* guard Barney got the word, and his friend, with grant* 

JT HT ' ^ \ N / y/T // I v||; I]^.jll T iljli [ijl I: III hut he would match them with trick# *# good as and sigh* upon the awkwardness of its burden, 

\jrjf *“ % / /y , 1 * fj I tjfj j, j ||"| 1 .! I' III I* ifl their own. And ho his face wore a smile as which were intelligible to the crane-driver alone, 

- - v y 1)1 f y // • ^ M L |1 m. they walked on ahreast, nnd lie joked with started slowly down ths shop. Barney, with 

jjjl jy 1 j | \ j r/ /" rijuAlU^' 1 j J them, and talked about apiece of work they hnd both hand* on the levers, kept his eyes, one on 

H' X. 1 1 1/ /r ./ 5(1 ' x III in hand, and never once referred to the trouble the casting below, one on the path ahead. For 

^ I 11 \ i/y _ roniP kriween them. When they part- the moment all hi* attention was concentrated 

HI- . s, v ^ I J [y / cd he looked over his shoulder at their retreat- on this task. 

l! *^ nf I 1 ( iug forms, nnd a mocking grin lifted hi* upper But when he had gone a short distance ho 

J| ^ j| ][ 1 4 Ifyir/mh lip. Then he turned, nnd came face to face with looked down the shop, and his eye* became fixed 

li v ' 1 .y ' "* y/fm/l/o the foreman hurrying by. The latter stopped, upon what ho saw there. It was only a dozen 

Jll || | | /( // “Ready for work agnin, Barney? How’s that men, McCrea and Banka and the reat of tho 

- 11 | ' w head of yours?” he asked. For nn instant the cnog working ahout the pit of furnace No. 2; 

III ■*— _ M jf) \n fi rough sympathy in the foreman’s voire wormed hut. for a moment it ioemed that these men 

• ■—. ' I, p ifi■P** the ernne driver’* heart. But then ho remem- must surely he burned hy the glance he held 

| : , 1 ft & berrd that he wns no longer among at-rnightfor- upon them, so intense and terrible waa the fire 

Ifl ' ■ “ | a ward men. but among cowards who were hound in it. Tho crane-driver’* shoulders sank, hi* 

Ijj | ^ ^ Tna ^ R an en ^ °f him. He doubted if there fingers clawed the levers, and the crane gave a 

_ ~ 1 Vfyfti isfv himself lie looked into- the foreman'* eyes. Now. in the open hearth «-hop of the Sampaon 

• - \ ■ and started as he did so; for from the foreman’s Steel Works n long line of furnace* extends for 

/3&Ss3uJ$f eyes thrre peered n pair of tiny devils, and #ud- almost, the four Hundred feet of the length of 

J / ^ denlv Barney realized tlint here was another one- thnt building. Between the pits hack of these 

I;/ /. •f umAUJs J&Nr \ my waiting to strike him down. So he said he furnaces and the wall of tho shop there ia a 

wns much ohliged. that he was feeling first rate, space, thirty feet wide, littered with scraps of 
Wj y\ lK flS3£ m/A'' fi ■Hy ‘/u '’-'if (//Jr 1 and walked on. But, as he put down his kettle iron and steel snd broken moulds. Above thi* 

n Jic came upon tho chief melter. nnd tho latter trip of floor travels the crane. Immediately hack 

ffljul * [fl ^ thrust out his hand mid gave him .a good-morn- of two of the furnaces, No. R nnd No. 2, tho 

\ u iIuArV jJWS&irJf * >ng so henrtilv that oner ag.iin Barnev’s eutpi- men had cleared away most of the litter for a 

I cions were aroused, and he looked into the mel distance of sixty foet. and in this open space 

/y/|l(£»_ were those devils. This time the fiend* prilled The ernne, carrying the big casting, moved 

7/y down the eyelid# that were shove their lair and slowly until it. came to the cleared portion of 

t* V^m(it ' ill uu\U\M7wl|r ‘ v. nearly hid themselves. But; lie hnd been too the floor. There it wns halted n moment, and, 

® UVUlM i quick for them, nnd he chuckled to himself ns with a movement of his wrists, Barney silently 

^!h y /ASi 1’ l lullljl | f !) hip h<* shook the melter’* hand and gnvo hnck a lowered the casting a few feet. Then he start* 

fl 7» - •iWllIll/ 1 m' f good-morning. Oh, they were a crnft.v crowd, he rd up in bin seat, snd gave the traction-lever a 

l •"^bwHWffr f/ M Wy} acknowledged; but he wns crafty himself, snd. hard pull all the way over. The crane trembled, 

\ r/ JU fiUjf/f jtf now that he knew how to mark them down, ho and with a terrific jerk drove forward. 

‘*"■^*711# Juf/^^7' ffj Hwa ^ Avas not to he caught unawares. Therefore he It gathered greater headway every second, and 

In JfS V Ul/ stole stealthy glances into the fare of every man the complaint of its suddenly overtaxed maehin- 

' ^ ip 1- ^ ,0 '’ an,p across, and once, on some pretense, cry increased with its growing speed, blending 

^ H 1^ \ Wiy/’lf walked quite out of hi# way to get a look nt a and swelling into a sullen roar. Barney looked 

I VA' > 1 ' 1 rBkk V \c]N) h^t(\ujnsi\ furnace hand whose hack was toward* him. And down. Tlie big casgng sxvinging below him 

I xHHL winvSTSf 7 ^ f ¥^ a ?/!f/sr never did he seek in vain, for in every pair of cleared the floor of the shop by not more than 

■ w' n)V4f [Uppnyhfc eve# that.be searched he saw those devil#. Again a yard. Even as he looked it struck the pro* 

jStiSD I’m nnd ngain he caught, the fiends grinning malig- jecting corner of a mould and snapped it like a 

L f nantly at him when they thought, he wa* not i»ipe-*tem, the report, ringing out clearly above 

Tjr'ui thought. Everyone in the shop whs in it. But I The crane-driver flashed his eye* upon tho 

l ip fjjyS it did not matter. He had found thorn out, and men ahead of him. ^ Banks, who had been stoop. 

^ opened Barney’s Working day that, morning that dropped. There was an expression of dull, un* 

P n,.. he confided his great, secret In the crane. It was comprehending surprise in hia face, which was 

X ^ > a long story as he told it. but he wished to leave tilted up towards the crane. "McCrea, next to 

l y out no particular, else how would the giant know him, wa* leaning on a long metal rod. his head 

» yn l ^_ a ^ the way to advise him? And so, while he was thrust forward, listening. It. waa plain ha did 

7/ <y — inspecting the trol1e>s. drums, and rollers which not understand what was happening. The other 

N. v 1 — “ . made up the moving parts of tlto crane, lie re- men were in the act of turning, all except Pe- 

Wnrri - Tn&Y TUnrttT) TO ntt IT WAj too UATt. rested the full extent of the Conspiracy. ** ’Twaa tenon, who. quieker-wit-ted than the rest, had 

Banks, th’ divil, that, planned 't. mild hoy,” he dropped the tool he had held and thrown up an 
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He realized that they ware talking, though 1« that'll ond him fur good an' all"? And McCrea “taf M«C»» ari' Potemn hare a hand 'n ,na 

could not hear what they wore saving# He lis- had nodded assent to this, and Petersou had ^ tra P *.J e> re a ’^i, 1n .?! older in . b i~ rk nn j i tkhlean for t. 

tonod intently, but Bank,, he aahv. kneui thi., ranted him and the erat.e in one breath. What T?" ’ll grow aftherth' day mat f thm wan, tableau net m black and white, a tableau for a 
for he turned about and laughed silently at him, they were going to do he had not found out. ^ TT1 *, . * ’ . '"'ll " ‘7.V.» c nner . , ra 5 P ,^* *. , . . a 4 I . 

and thm the group put their head, .till nearer Bui he did not care no much for thia. He had ™«»"’ *!’™ £ tb “™« 't ^ 1 ” 1 Wh .°" L?J ^.nl w^f, nm the™ the' 

to one another. It was borne upon Barncv grad- a couple of days before him. and in that time he en - s ^ " e an , , waa ' *• ,^°. e , frTra ., - . .. . 

uallv that he muat know what it wa, thev talk- and hia friend would find a way to balk them. "" »«• , ?" "™ n - And ,han »*»"’ h ? Ponderoua carting mou mg n J 

ed about, and he thought over many plan, to And »o he leaned with hi. hack .gamut a pile P’*» <•«» »" work and .non waa p,eking tip and aero.., .maahtng ali iit atrncK cutting men down 

aceompli.h thia, and at laat decided that the of codl he came upon juat then, and, with hia "l>>«>»lf ’" 0ul<l8 and casll "8 8 m ohed.enco to or- like npo wheat, while the arraamng of the .mall- 

only way wa. to .teal upon them. But they eye. elo.e.1, he fell to plotting. d <™- erwhemla^thc crane and the deep hum of 1U 

were clever and .uppieinu. of him, so he must By nnd by, curiously enough, it seemed that Hut he did not fail to make use of this oppor- rollers, one ? n , no u- 

be very cunning himself, and make no noise, the ould woman came and looked down upon tunity to move in and out among the men with a song o t ea • - • t » AiPfi. t j 

Tlierefore, he slowly raise<l himself on his cl- him. But he told her to go away, that he was the great, chains of the crane, and to steal upon them, gloated on the thing" 

bow* to a sitting position, and slipped his legs busy thinking. And, though his head bothered them unawares and startle them. It was an ex been men. a p - § » 

over the edge of the bed so gently that the ould him a bit, he went on with his plotting; he had citing game, and many times he played it, com- h'« < *^ ea - x 'rJ e 1 P , f ., f -t f ’ J1} e 

woman continued to snore contentedly. He kept plenty of time, as he knew, for the whistle* i°K nearer nnd nearer to them at each turn, and leaned farther fl » 

his eye* fixed upon the men in the corner as he would warn him when the noon hour was up. chuckling at the close shaves he made. Tf it the cage that he mig r_ nn ? 

gained a. footing on the floor, and as he moved Then, all at once, it was the ould woman who had not been for the pain that beat in his temple taclc -the spec ac c o , 1 

towards them took great care to step quietly. At was at him again, thi* time asking him if he he would have enjoyed it yet more. overcome and crus c , , , . , ., 

the foot of the bed a loose board cracked, and was a-goin't’ gpt up, and he opened liis eye* and When the men struck off work and hurried and obliterated. ' c r* » e r . m *i 1B ....i 

McCrea looked up quickly. But the crane-driver started to remind her that the “Wurruk* wa* no f°r their dinner-pails Barney did not descend the lever, and, * r “®" , y ,• 

was not to bo caught like that, and, as ho felt place fur women,” when his glance fell upon the from the cage, but crawled up nnd out along the of tra ®*J: ex J en . de '*?,“ a 


the alarm on aici.reas mce was smorunea nway, xvinaow-panes gray, nna mm ii was umc lie xvas >. hh ■■■■ • . • e- nrn t ar a tu rt 

and the converaation apparently was resumed, up and dressing to go to work. So he raised I men to their labor Barney’s eyes were glowing wa* thus the men, urr g 

But their suspicions were aroused, and stalking himself and got out of bed. He did it somewhat | with the joy that is born of a grent purpoae. shop, saw him tor c * • . , . ’ 

them was not an stay task, though he took ad- clumsily; his hack and legs were tremendously i Hi# hand# trembled as he fondled the levers of breaking down he P 

vantage of the shelter of many object# which weak nnd his head ached. Strangely enough too the crane, and ho whispered to hi* friend, aa he ra»K burst through « ,i, n , v - r 

came in his way. Once a broken steel mould th# ould woman kept asking him agnin and again! saw Bank* and McCrea and the rest gathering Th pr * ^ a8 the crash of g • roaP 

that he remembered that Mr. Baxter had order if he felt “ahtrong ’nough t’ wurruk?” and at the far end of the shop: “They’ve bin out of A>nek* an< J u flyn* .• . , . 

ed to be broken up the next day shielded him “How’s th’ head?” It angered him to have her a plottin’ «g’»n u§, an’ maybe they've sthrack or all this, they hear . , . 5°. . ,, 

from a quick lifting of Bank*’ head; another bothering him in that way, and finally he told on th’ way t* end u«. But 't’s little they know crane-dnver as he ro e * » 

time it waa a corner of furnace No. 4, round her to "l’ave off askin' queati’na, an’ aend th’ of what'a t’ come. Only we must be caj-eful an’ the crane. 


COAXING HENS TO LAY IN WINTER 


D ™"^URING the winter, when ogga are] 
scarce and the largest price* are 
■ l> —« charged for them in the market#, 

strictly fresh «*gga are at a premium. 
Cold storage bus become a medium 
through which egg* can be supplied during the 
winter and at moderate price#, but the egg* arc 
never to be relied upon, enpucially if exposed to 
the warmth of the store* or owing to the change* 
of temperature after leaving the cold storage 
room#. These eggs find ready buyers amougwt 
the baker# and hotel keeperx, where lurge quan¬ 
tities of eggs are u*ed in baking and cooking, 
but they never command the highest prices. 

Htnctly fresh egg* for private trade are al¬ 
ways in di-maud, especially during the winter, 
and tha prices paid for them will amply repay 
ttiose who undertake to produce egg# during this 
ftcason. 

To produce fresh egg# during winter special 
care must be taken of the hens. The natural 
laying aeaaou ia during the spring, when the 
weather is moderate and the days warm. The 
variety of food available for feeding the liens 
ie of a nature that will stimulate tho fowls to 
lay. Thus it ha# been proveu that hens will 
lay best during their natural laying period, 
which u in the spring, and that to induce the 
hens to lay at other periods of the year it ia 
Mceaaary to place them ia nearly aa possible 


the same condition# as to warmth, varieties of 
food and exercise as they would be placed dur¬ 
ing their natural laying season. 

Taking it for granted that you have selected 
your earliest pullets from your beet laying hens 
and have mated them with a cockerel from #ome 
known strain of good layer#, you are ready to 
feed them for egg production. It ia well to bear 
in mind that those hens you intend to breed 
from, to produce pullets which will do the lay¬ 
ing next year, should not be hurried for eggs 
too early, a* it is likely to reduce the vitality 
of the hirda. Forcing hens to lay is running 
them beyond their normal strength, hence they 
will yrear out much sooner than if left to their 
natural instincts and tmrounding*. 

Tho pullet* should be rushed U» the limit, 
as it ha# been proven that tha pullet* during 
their first season of laying will produce a con¬ 
siderably greater number of egg* than will hen# 
one year old or over. Also has it been proven 
that the strongest ehicks cau be hatched from 
eggs laid by hens oua year old or thoir second 
season of laying. This will giv* you an oppor¬ 
tunity to select the best layer* from amongst 
the pullets which you are pushing for egg pro¬ 
duction and to carry them over carefully until 
th# next year, to be used as breeders to perpe¬ 
tuate your stock- 

These hens kept over should be fed with a 

view of bringing them up to their beat laying 


during the months of February and March, while 
the pullets should he fed liberally during the 
summer and fall to keep them growing and to 
hasten their development, keeping them in the 
best possible condition in regard# to health and 
vitality, which will put them in fine shape to 
push for winter egg production. To do this spe¬ 
cial care must be taken in regard* to the com¬ 
forts of the fowl#. They must be protected from 
the sever* weather during night and day, also 
from the variation and changes in the weather, 
in other word#, they must be kept dry and warm 
at the same time have exercise and sunlight. 

The house should be built in a sheltered place, 
or if exposed to the north winds it should be 
protected by planting trees or shrubs in such 
position as to break thu wind. Very often a 
lien house has been built without making pro¬ 
vision for this shelter or pl*oed in such position 
rs will make the former impossible. This can 
I#* overcome hy placing another wall inside of 
the building, leaving an air space between tho 
wall exposed to tho north and the room occu¬ 
pied by the fowls. The size of this air space 
cun be from a few inches to several feet, ac¬ 
cording to the size of the house better make 
it largo enough to use as a passage way, even 
if the interior of ths house should need recon 
at meting. 

Th* nest Imxes could b* built to face aguin#t 
this inner wall, in which * slide or door can 


be hinged, which when opened would expose the 
nest# and their contents. Feed troughs can be 
placed so a# to have an opening in the same par¬ 
tition from which they can be fed. Thia would 
obviate any necessity of tho attendant going 
into the rooms occupied hy the fowl* w f hile 
feeding them or gathering their egg#- The house 
should be divided into two parts, one to be 
used a# a roosting house and occupied during 
the night, and the other to be used aa a scratch¬ 
ing shed, where the hens can exercise and he 
occupied during the day. The roosting portion 
of the house should uot be any larger than will 
comfortably hold the fowls; it should have the 
roosts placed on a level about three feet from 
the ground, with a board beneath to catch tho 
droppings. This Is made to drop or can be taken 
away and cleaned. The roosts are to extend 
from one wall to the other, with a cover about 
three feet above the roosts, causing a dead air 
space between the roosting house and the roof, 
the extra inner wall forming a dead air space 
between the roosting department and the north¬ 
ern side of the house. 

To be complete it ahould have a curtain to 
drop in front of the fowls while on the rooeta; 
this ia practically placing them in a box imdde 
of the poultry house. The heat from their 
bodies will keep them warm, aud heat the com- 
partiueut to a comfortable temperature. It is 
during tha roosting portion of the duy that the 


fowls suffer mostly during the winter, the night 
being much colder than the day and lack of exer¬ 
cise the fowl uses tho energy to keep itself warm 
that should he assisting in producing eggs. The 
curtain, which is hinged and lowered during 
the night, must he fitted with an outlet through 
which the fowls may pa## in the moraing from 
tho roosting coop to tho other part* of the house. 

The scratching sheds or tho department used 
during the day should be fitted with a glass roof 
or front facing the nouth. It should liave a 
floor thnt ia raised about one foot above the 
level of tho ground and be free from any crack# 
or crevice# which would cause a draught. Ven¬ 
tilation may bo provided by air shaft# extending 
through the roof, which will cause a fre#h ■up- 
ply of air without creating draught#. 'Hie front 
should he made to open during the warmer por¬ 
tion of the day. Dumpne## aod cold draught# are 
to be prevented. Thu floor ahould be covered 
with about *ix inches of Utter, which may con¬ 
sist of chaff, leaves, cut straw or fudder. In 
this department the sunshine should reach all 
portiona, and if the feed is thrown over the 
litter the fowl* will exercise and keep as com¬ 
fortable and busy as though they were roam¬ 
ing tho field# during spring or summer. 

Feeding hens during winter plays no little part 
in Hie kucceea or failure of t-gg production. Tho 
feed must be of a varied uature, und feed warm 
and uftcu. There are numerous methods that 


Are followed by different poultrymen who make 
a specialty of winter egg production, and with 
Very uniform aucce*#. The general method, 
however, ia about the same. This consist* of 
feeding u warm mash in the morning consisting 
of cut clover, bran, middlings and cornmeal. 
Clover has now come to he recognized a# an ex* 
(•client egg producing food, as it is rich in those 
constituents which favor egg formation. 

The clover ia best fed by chopping it into short 
lengths; place in a tub or bucket, pour boiling 
water over it, and allow it to stand until morn¬ 
ing. It is then mixed with the bran, etc., and 
fed warm. This feed ia given about 7 o’clock 
in the morning to be followed at about 9 o'clock 
with a feed of sifted cracked corn, wheat, bar¬ 
ley, sunflower seed, etc. Thia is thrown over the 
litter aud the hens ure compelled to scratch for 
their feed. The cracked corn is sifted and th# 
finer portions are fed in the mash feed and th* 
courser grain is readily found by the fowls when 
scratching in the litter. At 1 o'clock a feed of 
wheat? ia thrown over the litter, and thi* will 
keep them busy until their evening meal, which 
consists of whole corn fed hot. The corn is 
heated in pans in the oven uutil it is hot and 
can about be borne in the hand. Thia ia fed 
iu the troughs, and the fowls are allowed ai 
much aa they can clean up; the remaining grain 
ia removed. 


